[image: image3.jpg]european )
aluminium association




[image: image1.jpg]european )
aluminium association





PRESS RELEASE

date: 22/11/2006
EAA LAUNCHES SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT INDICATOR RESULTS

Brussels, 22 November 2006 – The results of this year’s data show further improvements in many different areas such as emissions, natural resource use, worker safety, recycling and worker training among others. For example, Health & Safety total recordable incidents fell 63.9% between 1997 and 2005, while the industry’s fossil fuel requirements for metal production fell 30% and direct climate gas emissions reduced 43.5% for metal production, in the same timeframe, only 14% of the production had an ISO or OHSAS certification in 1997 whereas in 2005 this has grown to 80%.
The European Aluminium Association (EAA) launched, with a stakeholder dialogue event, the full results of the European aluminium industry’s Sustainable Development Indicators (SDI). Speakers* from the World Business Council for Sustainable Development, EAA and United Nations Environment Programme highlighted the positive results and committed attitude of the European industry toward sustainable development while reminding stakeholders of the need for continued progress in the future.

The EAA, in partnership with the Wuppertal Institute and Versailles University, developed 34 SDIs to measure the aluminium industry’s performance during the period 1997 to 2002. The SDIs cover areas as varied as emissions, resource use, product life cycles, employee development and relations, community relationships, health and safety, management efforts, competitiveness, production and revenues.

While the first report showed an industry that had significantly improved in the timeframe 1997-2002, this new, second report, measuring the same indicators up to 2005, provides a stronger basis for the industry to review its progress and to do so in an open and proactive way with its stakeholders.

During the launch event, stakeholders were invited to participate in an open dialogue session on the SDI exercise. Some very pertinent comments, suggestions and questions were made on the methodology behind- and the framework around- the results, including the need for more independent accreditation for the economic and social indicators. The environment data are already independently verified.

Progress, it was suggested, needs to be benchmarked against a clear and realistic perception of the internal and external business reality and of course needs to be validated and accredited. Reliable measurement is essential to guarantee continued monitoring, careful evaluation, committed implementation and tangible results. 

Leo Heileman, Head of Business & Industry Sustainable Consumption & Production Branch - United Nations Environment Programme, commented: “the serious and difficult work carried out here is invaluable, it is commendable that the positive results achieved by the industry have been done on a voluntary basis, clearly showing the industry’s commitment.” He added: “the European aluminium industry, through its representative body, EAA, should take a leading role in sharing SDI best practices to encourage peers in developing countries to engage in this positive and committed approach to sustainable development”. 

Jürg Gerber, WBCSD and Alcan Inc. reinforced the leading role the EAA plays in the field of SDIs and emphasised the need for a positive mind-set in order to successfully implement sustainable development systems and practices through an industry.
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For further information please contact: 

Sarah Clarkson, Public Relations Manager

Ph. N° +32 2 775 63 52 – Mobile +32 475 374 664
Notes to editor:

*Speakers:

· Mr Jürg Gerber, Chief Operating Officer - World Business Council for Sustainable Development (on secondment from Alcan Inc.) 

· Mr Eirik Nordheim, Director of Environment, Health & Safety for the EAA 

· Mr Leo Heileman, Head of Business & Industry Sustainable Consumption & Production Branch - United Nations Environment Programme 

· Full set of presentations available upon request from the EAA




For further information please contact: 


Name of Person, Ph.N° e.g. +32 2 775 63 63





Aluminium is all around us. It is light and strong, corrosion resistant and durable, formable and highly conductive, it has natural shine and is recyclable. Aluminium provides intelligent solutions for present and future generations.


The European Aluminium Association, founded in 1981, represents the European aluminium industry from alumina and primary production to semi-finished and end-use products, through to recycling. 


The European aluminium industry directly employs about 255 000 people. 
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