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Winners of  the European Aluminium in Renovation Award 2007 announced at BATIMAT Paris.

An International Jury judged 47 entries nominated by seven National Competitions. 

Prof.Ir.  Jan Brouwer, Chairman of the jury, unveiled the names of the winning projects.

Five Awards, three Special Prizes, a Jury Prize and one Honourable Mention were given to representatives of the winning projects.

The Aluminium in Renovation European Award 2007 is an initiative of the Building Group of the European Aluminium Association (EAA) and the Aluminium For Future Generations (AFFG) programme in cooperation with Aluminium Associations in many European countries.

Presentation of the Awards and other prize winners took place during the BATIMAT 2007 at the Expo Center Porte de Versailles in Paris. BATIMAT attracts over 400.000 visitors and is Europe’s biggest Expo for Building and Architecture.
 Results of the Jury meeting

The Jury meeting took place on the 26 September 2007 at the EAA headquarters in Brussels. 

All Jury members attended the meeting. Jury decisions were unanimous.

Five Awards, three Special Prizes and two Extra Prizes were given. 

  The following projects are the winners:
	ALUMINIUM AWARD
	Winner
	Country

	  Category
	
	 

	Private Houses
	Maison à Fleury-les-Aubrais
	France

	Collective Housing
	Warehouse Nautilus, Scheveningen
	Netherlands

	Utility Buildings
	Café Mayer, Vöcklabruck
	Austria

	Public Buildings
	Rich Mix - Bethnall Green, London
	UK

	Historical Buildings 
	Pirelli Skyscraper, Milano
	Italy

	 
	
	 

	SPECIAL PRIZE
	
	 

	Cladding & Roofing
	BMW-Hochhaus, München
	Germany

	Doors &  Windows 
	Borgo Wührer Village, Brescia
	Italy

	Curtain Walls 
	Plaza 14 Business Centre, Zaragoza
	Spain

	 
	
	 

	JURY PRIZE
	San Ponziano Library, Lucca
	Italy

	 
	
	 

	HONOURABLE MENTION
	Casino Kursaal Oostende
	Belgium


European Aluminium in Renovation  Award 2007 competition
The European Aluminium in Renovation Award, which ran throughout 2007, involved 15 European countries, a series of national competitions and a European final rewarding the most innovative and sustainable uses of aluminium in building renovation.

The winning entries illustrate that whether used to preserve a piece of national heritage or to upgrade the environmental performance of residential or utility buildings, aluminium is the most sustainable solution. 

The national competitions were sponsored by the Aluminium For Future Generations programme (AFFG), in cooperation with the European National Aluminium Trade Associations. The European contest was sponsored by the Building Group of the European Aluminium Association. 

Seven National competitions

Seven National Competitions have been run, some with a regional character.

A.  United Kingdom covering England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland

B.  Nordic covering Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden

C.  Benelux covering Belgium and the Netherlands

D.  Germany and Austria

E.  France

F.  Italy

G.  Spain

Each competition could nominate a maximum of ten projects for the European Final.

The Jury

An independant jury consisting of experts on architecture, technology and media judged the nominated projects.

The Jury consisted of the following members:


Prof.Ir. Jan Brouwer, architect, Atelier Chief Government Architect the Netherlands, The Hague, Netherlands, chairman

Prof.Dr. Alan J. Brookes, architect, Alan Brookes Consultants, Warwick, UK


Cyriel Clauwaert, Belgian Construction Certification Association(BCCA),Brussels, Belgium

Prof. Sergio  Croce, Professor of Technical  Architecture,  - BEST  department (Building Environment Science and Technology)" - Politecnico of  Milan, Milan, Italy 

Michel Roulleau, architect, President of the National Union of the French Architects' Associations(UNSFA), Paris, France

Alwin Schmitt, chief editor, Magazine Aluminium Praxis, Düsseldorf, Germany 

Secretary: Bernard Gilmont, Director Building Group EAA, Brussels, Belgium

 Jury criteria
Architects, principals or property owners, project developers and building-engineers were invited to enter. Projects or buildings must have been located in Europe in order to have been eligible and the location of the project determined which national competition the project could enter.

The concept of “aluminium in renovation” covered not only renovation, but also restoration and re-construction provided the former structure of the building had been maintained such as changing the function of an existing building, e.g. turning a warehouse into apartments.

The following criteria were taken into account when assessing the entries:

· Significant use of Aluminium

· Contemporary design

· Life cycle thinking

· Energy efficiency

· Socio-economic impact

· Added value to the original building

More Info

For more info about the Award look at the Award site www.aluminium-award.eu
---------------------

Note for the press:

The Jury report with HR pictures of the winning projects and the Prize Ceremony will be available for downloading at the Award site www.aluminium-award.eu
from Thursday 8 November 2007 - 12.00 hours

-----------------------

Summary of  the Juryreport

The Jury report gave the following judgement on the winning projects:

Award in the Category Private Houses 

Maison à Fleury-Les-Aubrais, France

Architect: RPPB – Remi Pascal/Pierre Bouillon

Aluminium products: Huguet-Creiche Metalerie, Tôles perforées de la Sambre and SAPA RC System

Project:

Profiting from the thick pleasantly hygrometric concrete structure, the architects RPPB restored the interior of the house with large open spaces to lighten up this formerly partitioned home. To highlight these dimensions, the lateral openings were extended to maximise the light and create a link with the garden. The coherence of this renovation project and the resulting sense of harmony, result from the decision to clad the interior and exterior of the house in aluminium. It is to this common denominator that the house in Fleury-Les-Aubrais really owes its innovative nature.

With its pure finish, its easy harmonisation with concrete, its excellent thermal qualities, the choice of aluminium has given this old house a second lease of life.

Jury:

The combination of the original concrete shell of this house from the sixties and the use of aluminium pleased the jury members very much. It is not only the use of perforated aluminium shutters for the windows but also the use of the same material in the surrounding fence which impressed the jury. Together with the use in the interior of the house aluminium contributes to a new life for this project in Fleury-les-Aubrais

Award in the Category Collective Housing 

Nautilus Warehouse, Scheveningen, the Netherlands

Architect: Archipel Ontwerpers
Aluminium products: Van Sluisveld Alu Products / Wicona, 




Cor van Laar Kozijntechniek / Reynaers

Project:

The harbour of Scheveningen was originally a fishing harbour. Over the course of time fishing declined in importance and so did the companies. As a result, many old warehouses in the Second Harbour became redundant and are now due for demolition. At the same time, there is a large demand for building ground in this area. By renovating the warehouses and placing penthouses on their rooftops, the harbour is given a new lease of life. 

These projects in Scheveningen led to the discussion about rooftop housing (sky borne buildings) in the Netherlands. The themes developed here in connection with type, technology and impact on urban design were later elaborated in projects in The Hague and Rotterdam. 

The point of reference for the design was the presence of several robust warehouses with aluminium cooling plants on top of the roof. 

Jury: 

The penthouses on top of an existing fisherman’s warehouse are made with a combination of steel, glass and aluminium. A combination which enabled the architect to produce very flexible apartments with large terraces overlooking the harbour and the sea. The use of aluminium gives the architecture a very optimistic and modern appearance . Aluminium panels are also used for the renovation of the existing elevation of the warehouse.

Award in the Category Utility Buildings

Café Mayr, Vöcklabruck, Austria
Architect: Gärtner + Neururer

Aluminium products:  Hochmayr Metallwerkstatt 

Project:

For the renovation and extension of Café Mayr in Vöcklabruck, the architect was heavily inspired by a beaver’s nest. The extension is attached to the existing Café Mayr over the River Vöckla and thus forms an entrance to Vöckla’s Old Town.

Material used for the extension are perforated aluminium sheet and extrusions.

Aluminium was chosen as the material to achieve the maximum weight saving. It was this that made the daring structure possible at this location in the first place.

The impact of the perforated sheet with its white colour emphasises this lightweight effect perfectly.

Jury:

The following features characterised the use of aluminium: it is the lightweight property in particular that made this overhanging structure possible in the first place. As aluminium was used for the main construction and the perforated sheet panels, a large amount of weight could be saved. A similar design in steel would have been three times as heavy. An excellent performance that could only be achieved by the use of lightweight aluminium.

Award in the Category Public Buildings 

RICH MIX Bethnall Green, London, England.

Architect: Penoyre & Prasad 

Aluminium products: Kalzip

Project:

An East End of London property that has been transformed by the use of external aluminium louvres whilst still maintaining its original facade. Not only has the property been totally transformed but also the internal space has been given a new lease of life by controlling solar gain.

“This project is called Rich Mix and when you look at it, it is a rich mix. It uses an animated facade and colour to reveal that animation. I hope it proves to be a building that the people of the East End of London and the users of the building enjoy.”

Jury:

The minimal intervention of the existing building by the use of coloured aluminium louvers has created a completely new and modern view of this complex. But it is not only an architectural feature but also a way to control the solar heat. Together with the chosen colours the façade gives a vivid and variable impression. A real rich mix.

Award in the Category Historical Buildings 

Pirelli Building, Milan, Italy

Architects: RENATO SARNO GROUP and  CORVINO+MULTARI 
Aluminium Products: METRA 
Project:

The restoration and recovery of the Pirelli building was conducted via a system of interventions which provided the details of the entire operational process in order to verify the formal, performance and technical material qualities, times and costs for execution.

The process mitigated the reasons for safeguarding and conservation using technical and administrative techniques for defining the set of interventions specified for the required on-site organisation.

Before restoration there was the existing aluminium curtain wall in a stick system with a total surface of approximately 10,800 sqm. The curtain wall is based on a stick system in anodised aluminium in modules 2,850 mm in width and 1,854 mm in height, completely glazed in opening parts measuring 1,900 mm with a chamber and fixed parts measuring 950 mm.

In addition , two bands of skylights, above and below, constructed in opaque panels like sandwiches formed with an exterior pane of glass and an internal sheet in galvanised steel, all linked around the perimeter by a rubber gasket and weather strip.

Jury:
The Pirelli skyscraper is a building which is a symbol of modern architecture created by the famous Gio Ponti in the fifties. The building was partly damaged by an aeroplane accident. There has been a special debate in Italy on the methodology for restoration and conservation. The Region of Lombardy, decided to proceed using “Anastylosis”, a reconstruction technique based on careful study and mensuration using original architectural elements where possible. This building is the first example of applying this conservation technique to curtain walling. Furthermore, new performance standards made it necessary to study in depth new possibilities in the use of aluminium. They succeeded in restoring the aluminium where it could be recovered (disassembly, cleaning, re-anodising and re-assembly of the elements). For parts which were destroyed new ones had to be made with the same morphology. This project truly restored as much of the original material as possible as well as meeting the highest of modern building standards.
 Special Prize for Cladding and Roofing 

BMW Hochhaus , München, Germany

Architect: eS 21 engineering & structures
Aluminium products: Otto Valenta
Project:

Aluminium cladding of the pre-stressed-concrete king pins

Chosen for aluminium because of 3 main reasons:
- low weight of the construction

- corrosion resistance

- aluminium’s good weldability

One has to be able to open up any such cladding so that the pre-stressed concrete 

construction can also be inspected in future. In addition, because there were only a few

points suitable for attaching the large-format cladding components, the components had to

have a very low structural weight while at the same time the structure had to have a high

stiffness.

Because of the special geometry, it was necessary to manufacture curved aluminium ribbed shells with a bi-directional curvature. One has to imagine a 3D free-form shape such as in

car body manufacturing but significantly larger.

Other challenges were the erection at a height of 100 m under difficult conditions, an

extremely tight time schedule, the high degree of precision and the automation of the

manufacturing using welding devices.

Jury:

This refurbishment shows an innovative way to use aluminium. It is intelligent cladding, completely prefabricated and put into position in a very short time.

Special Prize for Doors & Windows 

Borgo Wührer Village, Brescia, Italy

Architect: Studio Racheli Architetti
Aluminium Products: Metra 

Project:

Recovering the area of the former Whürer factory, even the substitution of the windows required particular attention. All the original elements, made of iron and glass, were substituted with a personalised version of an existing aluminium frame system. The use of aluminium gives remarkable advantages in the maintenance, non-deformability as well as in thermal and acoustic insulation. The substitution of the windows improved the thermal and energy-saving performances in the different spaces of the historical factory. On the other hand, it allowed the keeping of the continuity of language present in the images of the industrial complex, which was built in the 1880’s.

Jury:

The intervention is dedicated to the restoration of an existing industrial complex now converted into mixed commercial use. The design respected the existing arrangement of windows also tackling the new requirements dictated by new energy standards. All of this is done in relation to the significant variety of the existing window frames. This required research of new profiles in respect of the formal 19th century industrial structures.

Special Prize for Curtain Walls 

Plaza 14 Business Centre, Zaragoza, Spain

Architect: ARQ21 Arquitectura, Urbanismo y Gestión

Aluminium Products: Altres 

Project:

This renovation in the very centre of Zaragoza transforms a former 1960’s department store into a mixed commercial / administrative building Plaza 14. 

Aluminium was used in two different ways. Firstly, the new façades from the bottom floor to the 5th had to integrate themselves with the existing 19th-century urban weave of adjacent buildings which make up a classic example of street openings of that era. A combination of thermal break aluminium curtain walls and self-supporting aluminium frames were used, with a natural stone and silk-screened glass finish. This contemporary “skin” has meant a breath of fresh air in a commercial street which had fallen into decline. The vertical and horizontal composition has respected the door and window openings of adjacent buildings, specially taking into account the double height of the ground and first floors; the volume also respects that of the other buildings in the street. The same can be said about the colour and the tones used for the stone and the silk-screened glass, which imitates the colour and texture of stone, with an irregularly mottled white finish. The use of the transition from opaque to transparent glass means that the visual aspect of the lower façade is less “dense” than that of the surrounding buildings, whose façade is made up of stone or brick.

Jury:

The added value of aluminium in this project is the unique way of incorporating a contemporary material into the heart of a historic town centre of certain relevance with the old Basilica del Pilar in the background. The different ways in which aluminium was used, in curtain walls with hidden profiles as well as aluminium composite panels, have resulted in a good integration into the urban fabric. The advantage of the independent system of the curtain wall is that the assembly could be done from the outside and did not interfere with the interior works.

Honourable mention is for 

Casino - Kursaal Oostende – Belgium 

Architect: Architektenburo Storme Van Ranst

Aluminium system: SAPA RC System

Project:

Oostende again has a jewel in her crown as Queen of seaside resorts. The Casino Kursaal by Léon Stynen is an important tourist attraction. The architectural firm Storme Van Ranst has succeeded in restoring the Casino in the grandeur of the olden days and given the building at the same time a perspective into the future thanks to the ample possibilities of utilisation. 

A great challenge in the concept was whether or not to (re)use aluminium for the exterior joinery work around the Casino. Scientific research in the end decided in favour of aluminium. 

With the results from this research, actually seven profiles were designed for the renovation project Casino Kursaal. To approach the appearance of the existing profiling, the architecture of the profiles was kept as slim as possible.  The finishing rods were also made especially to measure to imitate the profiling of the existing profile. 

Professor Herman Terryn at the VUB – specialist in metal alloys – did extensive research into material use and the influence of the maritime environment on this. His conclusion: aluminium is possible. Indeed, because the alloys and methods of protection of today have advanced tremendously compared to 1948. The combination of these two evolutions makes all the difference for the application of aluminium in the Kursaal. The most convincing argument was that at present even the masts of sailing ships are made from aluminium.

Jury:

New profiles were designed to match the existing ones. These new profiles are only 9mm off the old ones. This is a real technical achievement. The new aluminium façade elements are reflecting the old “grandeur” of the original casino. New techniques for surface treatment and extrusion are more or less guaranteeing another half a century of aluminium use in very aggressive circumstances.

Jury Prize 

San Ponziano Library, Lucca, Italy
Architect: Studio Architettura Stefano Dini
Aluminium Products: METRA 
Project: 

The project was to convert and old, deconsecrated church into a library. The design intervened on the former areas using its own restoration methodologies, incorporating a totally insulated space in its inside. The typical functions of a library are organised within this space.

Jury:

The jury was impressed by the special achievements of this design. The intervention in the historical church with a functional and very light glass box left the opportunity to enjoy the baroque masonry of this church. The combination of aluminium and glass resulted in a highly refined design for this library.
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